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Forward 
 
This report will be a unique new resource for all. For this first issue of the report, 

we attempted to put together the best available data on our system performance. Some 
of the charts display data going many years back in order to provide the users of this 
first edition with a better understanding of the long-term trends affecting the dynamics of 
our Department. When data becomes available on additional performance measures, 
we plan to report such new data in future issues of this report, as we expand/improve 
this report over time.  

 
The 2002 DCFS Caseload Summary chart at the beginning of the report allows the 

tracking of the number, types and demographics of child abuse and neglect referrals to 
our Department. 

 
The later charts in this report were grouped in the main areas of “Safety”, 

“Permanency”, and “Wellbeing”.  
 
The charts in the “Safety” area attempt to report on how incoming referrals are 

responded to, investigated, validated and, when necessary, followed by placing some of 
the children in foster care.  

 
The “Permanency” area of the report starts with a chart showing the last 10-years’ 

trend in the demographics of the children receiving DCFS services and the number of 
children placed in out-of-home placements. Later charts show the years in placement 
and various demographics of the children in care and data by placement type and 
length of stay greater/less than 2 years, based on data as of the end of 2002. 

 
The “Wellbeing” area of the report starts with sibling charts showing the distribution 

of sibling placements at the end of 2002, long-term annual trend in DCFS first entries, 
re-entries, and exits from care by exit type for each of the last 5 years. The last chart 
reports on the recent movement out from MacLaren Children’s Center after the 
implementation of the MacLaren Diversion Initiative.  

 
Note: Data reported for a single reporting period or point in time was intended to provide 
needed detail on a unique measurement or characteristic that did not change noticeably 
over reporting periods or time. 

 
 

 



2002 WORKLOAD  SUMMARY 
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2002 WORKLOAD  SUMMARY 
TOTAL END-MONTH CASELOAD DEMOGRAPHICS  -  Family Maintenance and Foster Care 
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* End-month child caseload excludes 5,775 children in Referrals Pending Disposition/Still under Investigation. 
Source: Child Welfare Services/Case Management System (CWS/CMS) Datamart - 5 days following reporting mon xtract 
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PERMANENCY PERFORMANCE MEASURES

TOTAL END-MONTH CASELOAD - PERCENTAGE BY ETHNICITY
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